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FROM YOUR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, Rev. bill banuchi 
Well, here we are, at the end of another year. We have continued the fight –and will continue the fight- for those values we know will produce the greatest peace and prosperity possible for the next generation. President Bush has been somewhat a disappointment, because he did not call the nation to be “One Nation Under God.” That must be the starting point of any leadership that hopes to see God’s “grace shed on thee.” President Lincoln instructed us: 
“…it is the duty of nations as well as of men to own their dependence upon the overruling power of God.” We didn’t do that as a nation, and the prospects for the new administration to call us to faith, on the surface, do not seem much better. That’s why we see a clear call to believers everywhere to pray for our leaders according to 1 Timothy, Chapter 2, “…that we live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness.” For the sake of our grandchildren and those who will follow we must continue to fight until we are once again that One Nation Under God. That is the cause to which we are committed. “To fight the unbeatable foe, this is my quest.” We can do that because we know our God is great and awesome and will go before us as we remain faithful.
 I want to thank each of you who have supported us this year with your prayers and finances. In 2009, we will have to increase our donor base to continue the mission. Please be in prayer for us. If you haven’t kept up with your pledge through the year you can make it up with a year-end “catch-up” gift. If you have never donated to this cause, I encourage you to send in the best gift you can and join the Marriage & Family Savers Institute, and be part of the army fighting for faith, family and freedom. We must increase our donor base and find additional sources of funding to continue our mission, so please be in prayer for this ministry.

The new year presents an opportunity for the Church Triumphant to rise up out of its slumber to make a difference. Let’s pray and believe that we will rise to the challenge. ***
N.J. continues toward sodomite "marriage" 
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The state of New Jersey already allows homosexual civil unions, but a commission now concludes that the legislature ought to legalize homosexual marriage. Len Deo of the New Jersey Family Policy Council notes that the commission was stacked with people who support the marriage law. He calls some of the conclusions ridiculous, including the idea that legalizing same-sex would generate $250 million in revenue for homosexual weddings.  "In New Jersey, about 2.8 percent of the population is considered to be homosexual or lesbian," he points out. "What that shows is, of that 245,000 people, only 3,353 couples have taken advantage of the civil unions law." That number translated to marriage ceremonies, according to Deo, would generate little revenue. He then mentions the secular media's coverage of the prospect of homosexual marriage. "The mainstream media is falling all over them like it's the release of another Harry Potter book," he adds. "It's just unbelievable that a report of this nature would receive such widespread acclaim in the mainstream media." The Council will be working with members of the legislature who favor taking the issue to the people to decide, which Deo sarcastically calls a "unique idea."

SECOND SUNDAY MEETINGS IN 2009
We are calling on congregations from Buffalo to Montauk Point to begin holding SECOND SUNDAY meetings. On the second Sunday of each month have an evening service to worship and bring the Word of God as it relates to our civic responsibilities as Christan-American citizens. Wallbuilders.com has come out with an excellent DVD series entitled the “American Heritage Series”.    This series is divided into ten segments of 30 minutes each that focus on our Christian heritage –perfect for such a meeting. This is a time for pastors to preach about how God has been with our nation from our beginnings. We must not be like Israel in the time of judges when a generation grew who “knew not the Lord nor the great things He has done for Israel.” (Judges 2:7) The result of their ignorance was a loss of the blessings of God and the oppression of their enemies. As it was in the days of Israel so it is with us today: It’s the responsibility of the “elders” to teach the next generation. SECOND SUNDAY meetings also provides a great opportunity to invite local legislators and civic leaders to come and meet the congregation –their constituents. They will come. After all, they are politicians. Wherever the can find a crowd of people they will be there.  Alas! Then they can even hear the Gospel! Encourage your pastor to hold SECOND SUNDAY meetings. He can call our office for more information and resources. Your church can make a difference in your community, and even in the nation. Rise up Church!
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KENNEDY TO FILL HILLARY’S SEAT?

David Corbin, associate professor of politics at The King's College in New York, says if Caroline Kennedy is appointed it would be a sign that "something's wrong with the Republic." "You can go back to the beginning of American history and you can see how individual families have played a significant role in maintaining the Republic and making it a good [image: image6.jpg]


Republic," he points out. "And yet there's a great difference between passing on a title from, say, a John Adams to a John Quincy Adams and from John F. Kennedy to Miss Kennedy. "I think the further we go in just allowing someone to have a crack at an office because they have a last name -- regardless of their merits -- the worse off we are."  Corbin says Governor Paterson has a difficult decision to make because he is seeking to please three constituencies: the Clintons, the Obama camp, and the local New York politicians who have been working the ground in the Empire State for years. Corbin predicts the governor will make the choice that makes the least amount of enemies and best ensures he is re-elected in two years. –OneNewsNow.com

Recent Article in Times-herald record:“Newburgh minister in middle of gay-marriage dustup”

This article by Jeremiah Horrigan ran in the Times-Herald Record on November 29, 2008.
Local opponents of same-sex marriage had little discernible effect in helping defeat Proposition 8 in California; instead, they've been focusing on what they see as a looming series of battles in Albany. The way the Rev. Bill Banuchi sees it, New York could be the next battleground for the incendiary issue.  Banuchi, who opposes legalizing gay marriage, is the director of Marriage and Family Savers Ministries of Newburgh. The battle is currently being fought on the Albany political front, a place where gay marriage opponents know they have their work cut out for them. When Gov. David Paterson issued a directive last spring ordering all state agencies to recognize same-sex marriages performed in other jurisdictions, he sent a strong signal that he would push to legalize same-sex unions in the state.  Banuchi's group was one of a dozen that filed suit against Paterson, arguing the matter was one for the Legislature rather than the executive's office. And on the legislative front, Banuchi said his group and other opponents are watching closely and hoping to influence four conservative Democratic legislators being wooed by both parties who are hoping to secure majority control of the state Senate…
Albany Wranglings
In a recent meeting between between the conservative Democrats, Diaz, Espada and Kruger and Malcom Smith, an agreement was reached to vote Smith into leadership with the understanding that issue of same-sex marriage will not come to the floor in the 2009-2010 legislative session. Other details from their meeting include: (According to a report from New Yorkers for Constitutional freedoms.  )

· The positions of Senate Majority Leader and President Pro-tempore, formerly held by Majority Leader Joe Bruno, will be separated.  Senator Malcolm Smith will become the President Pro-tempore of the Senate, and Senator Pedro Espada will be the Majority Leader.

· Senator Carl Kruger will become the Chairman of the Finance Committee. 
· Senator Rueben Diaz will become the Chairman of the Aging Committee.  

· Other reforms include fairer allocation of resources to the minority, and the ability of Committee Chairmen to bring bills directly to the floor for a vote.
STAND FOR LIFE

The Wall Street Journal reports that the Bush Administration will announce new regulations expanding the “right of conscience” protections for health care providers so that hospitals, doctors, nurses and other workers cannot be forced to participate in abortions or other practices that may violate their religious beliefs.  Whether it’s a Catholic hospital or an evangelical doctor, no one should be forced to participate in a practice they find morally reprehensible.  Regrettably, however, the Journal also reports that the Obama transition team is already laying out plans to repeal these new rules and force taxpayers to pay for abortions. If you thought 9/11 was a tragedy, how much more the taking of 1,000,000 innocent lives each year. We must do all we can to –forget the polar bear- save the babies! 
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